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General:

The name “Funniest Fed” is trademarked.  The name cannot be used by any other party without express, written permission from Naomi Johnson and Misunderestimated Productions, LLC. 

All references to the “Producer” throughout this document refer to Naomi Johnson of Misunderestimated Productions or her designee. 

By participating in the contest, contestants give the Producer permission to use their likeness, photo, name, audio or video tape recording on the website and all marketing materials for the purposes of promotion.

Contest sponsors are not involved in the selection of winners.  The Producer retains all rights to the final decision of winners from each Round, including the Finals. All decisions by the Producer will be made with due consideration given to the audience and judge’s votes.

Eligibility

Federal Employees and retirees on part time and full time appointments are eligible. Executive and Legislative Branch employees are both eligible. Contractors and political appointees are not eligible. Federal employees must be employed at the time of audition and competition.  Employees will be asked to show a valid federal ID.

Members of the military – active, reserve, retired and veterans – are eligible to compete.

No standup experience is required. However, contestants must be able to perform a 5-10 minute clean, pg 13 standup routine in front of a live audience.

Auditions are required for all contestants unless an exception has made by the Producer (for some previous contestants or people the Producer has seen perform before.) The producer retains the right to require an audition of any contestant or offer exemptions on a case-by-case basis.

Auditioning does not guarantee a slot in the contest.  Participation in the contest is at the sole discretion of the Producer. The Producer retains all rights to grant, deny or curtail participation.

Previous contestants are eligible to re-apply to compete in the 2012 contest.  Previous participation does not guarantee a slot in the 2012 contest, and auditions may still be required. 

Previous “Experienced” winners are not eligible to compete in 2012. Previous winners in the “Novice” category may be allowed to compete in additional contests as an “Experienced” comic as determined by the Producer on a case-by-case basis.

Eligible participants can compete in the Novice or Experienced Categories.  Novice comics have less than 3 years experience (standup).  Experienced comics have more than 3 years of standup experience. Producer retains all rights to decide who competes in which category.

Ethics Concerns for Federal Employees

The Office of Government Ethics (OGE) has reviewed the contest and has found that for most employees, participation does not constitute a violation of federal ethics guidelines.

However, there are some employees for whom there may be a conflict. Generally, these employees are well aware of their potential conflict because of the nature of their duties. 

All employees are highly encouraged to check with their Agency’s Ethics Officer to ensure there is no conflict and to compete an “Outside Activities Form” as needed.

OGE has specified the following requirements:
· Contestants may state the name of their agency of employment.
· Contestants may NOT use their actual title (ie. “HR Specialist, Policy Analyst”)
· Contestants may not work on the contest during duty hours and may not solicit for the associated charity at the workplace.

Guidelines for Comedy Material

The Producer retains all rights to determining what is “pg-13” material. General guidance will be given but will be determined on a case by case basis. 

Points will be deducted for material deemed not fitting the guidelines of the contest, as determined by the Producer.

Comics found or suspected of using stolen material will be dismissed from the competition.  The Producer retains all rights for making this determination.

Material must be pg 13 – as determined by the Producer.  The Producer will discuss this with contestants at the audition and on a case-by-case basis.

Contestants must refrain from making jokes that denigrate contest sponsor(s) or their agency of employment. This may result in dismissal from the competition.

Statements made by participants do not represent the opinions of the Producer, the Agency of employment, the federal government or the sponsor(s).




Competition Guidelines

The Producer retains the right to decide if a contestant competes in the “Novice” or “Experienced” category. Contestant’s preference will be taken into account. 

Order of competing for night of performance will be determined by the Producer in advance of the show unless otherwise expressed by the Producer.

Comics in the “Experienced” category, get approximately 5-10 minutes to perform. “Novice” category comics get 3-7 minutes. Number of minutes will be determined by the Producer prior to each show and depends on the number of contestants and whether the show is preliminary round, semifinal or Final round. 

Comics will get a one minute light before their time is up. 

Comics going over their time will have points deducted from their score. 

The Producer retains all rights to disqualify comics who show up late for their set performing time.

Competition Voting

Contestants will be judged by the audience and a panel of judges selected by the Producer.

Audience members can vote for two comics – one experienced and one novice.

Judges score comics on 4 dimensions – timing, creativity, audience response and stage presence.

Ties will be broken by judge vote. One judge will be appointed as tie breaker before the show. The Producer will serve as tiebreaker as needed.

The Producer does not serve as a judge, but retains all rights to make final decisions.

The winners of the audience vote will have 10 extra points added to their score from the “Audience response” portion of the judges score. 

Two to four winners will move forward from each of the preliminary rounds. This number may be determined by the Producer based on the number of contestants overall and the number of contestants in the novice and experienced categories.

The Producer retains all rights to determine the number of contestants moving on. It may vary from show to show.


Waiting List Procedures

Once all slots for 2012 are filled, additional applicants are added to a wait list on a first-come, first serve basis.

The wait list will be utilized when contestants drop out or are expelled from the competition.

The Producer will make every effort to draw from the waiting list in the order of the list.  However, to ensure the show has an appropriate mix of experienced and novice comics, the Producer retains all rights to pull from anywhere on the waiting list.

Press:

The Producer retains all rights to choose specific contestants to participate in press interviews or promotional materials. 

Contestants will abide by federal ethics rules, and when asked for a press inquiry, can state their Agency of employment but cannot use their actual government title.  

Contestants approached for a press interview must let the Producer know before participating in the interview.

Winners:

One Novice and one Experienced comic will be declared the winners at the Final night of the competition.

Winners receive $500 cash each and a trophy.

Other:

The Producer retains the right to change these rules at any time without advance notice.
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