[image: image1.jpg]


 2009 FUNNIEST FED:  FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Are federal contractors or consultants eligible for the contest?

NO. You must be an official federal employee to participate.  A valid federal ID badge may be required as proof of your employment.  
I’m part of the Legislative Branch of the Federal Government? Can I still apply? 

YES. Absolutely.  Both Executive and Legislative Branch employees are eligible.
Are part-time federal employees eligible to participate in the contest?
YES.  You are eligible as long as you work for the federal government—full-time, part-time and even seasonal and temporary appointments qualify.  
Does participation in the contest violate any federal ethics regulations?
NOT FOR MOST FEDS. The producer of this contest has spoken with the Office of Government Ethics about the applicability of ethics regulations to contest participants. For most federal employees, participation is unlikely to conflict with federal ethics regulations.  If you have a specific ethics question about your participation, you should contact an Ethics official at your agency.

There are two rules we have been given about Federal employees participating in the contest:

· You may not use your official government title;

· You may not solicit for the associated charity at the workplace.
Do I need to get approval to participate in this contest as an “Outside Activity”?

YES AND NO.  According to an inquiry to the Office of Government Ethics, most employees will not need to have approval to participate.  However, a very small percentage of federal employees are subject to prior-approval requirements for outside activities unrelated to their federal positions.  These employees are typically well informed about their obligations under these regulations and would know if they needed to obtain such approval.
 

 Does my comedy material have to be about my job or the Federal Government?
NO.  In fact, like your boss, we encourage you to think outside the box. Your comedy can be about anything.  Smart, clean humor is preferred.  
Are there any guidelines about the comedy I will perform?

YES.  Of course all comedy material must be original and not copied from any other source. If the material is deemed to have been stolen, the contestant will be disqualified.  In terms of contest, our preference is for clean, smart comedy. Think Bill Cosby, Ellen DeGeneres, Lewis Black, Bob Newhart, Paula Poundstone, Jon Stewart.  Play to the top of your intelligence.  Write and perform material you will be proud to own and won’t be embarrassed by if the jokes are repeated at the water cooler.
You can make fun of your job.  But don’t say anything about your job or Agency or the federal government in general that you wouldn’t want to read in the Washington Post (or the National Enquirer). Figure out a creative way to make fun of your job that doesn’t simply result in bashing public service or your Agency. 
And don’t say anything that would reveal classified information or compromise homeland security. And don’t out a CIA agent.
Do I have to have any standup comedy experience to participate in the contest?

NOPE.  You don’t need any standup experience.  Zilch.  Zippo. Nada.  But be warned-- standup can be addicting. Fortunately there are a ton of places in DC and NYC for newbie’s to get on stage before or after the contest. Check out dcstandup.com for a listing of DC area open mics.
If I have standup experience, do I still have to audition?

YEP.  Depending on the number of applications are received, auditions may be required. If they are required, they will be required of everyone - regardless of your level of previous experience.
What will the auditions entail?
You will be required to do a 3-5 minute standup comedy set in a local venue (most likely at a local bar or open mic night).  You will be judge by a panel of local comics and scored based on originality, crowd response, and comedic timing.
How do I enter the contest?

Fill out the Application Form on the website, under the “Apply” tab.
Can I participate in an event in which some of the proceeds are donated to charity?

YES.  According to the Office of Government Ethics, Federal employees can participate in this fundraising effort as long as there is no solicitation for donations at the workplace.

Where can I send additional questions?

Email funniestfed@gmail.com
